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Sun River
Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

Phone Numbers: 406-467-2526 or 1-800-452-7516

Website: www.sunriverelectric.coopRipples
may 2025

After Hours & Weekend Dispatch: 
406-467-2526 or 1-800-452-7516 

If calling from a local number or cell phone –  
please use: 406-467-2526 or 406-467-2527

Be sure to check your breakers before reporting outages.

Electric Cooperative

REMINDER: 
Bills not paid by the 10th 

of the month will be 
charged a $10 late fee.

PAY 
BILLS 
ONLINE 
WITH

THE 88th SREC Annual Meeting was 
attended well by the members, if 

you were unable to attend, hopefully 
you will join us next year. Members 
receive a gift just for attending. This 
year it was a travel extension cord with 
charger outlets. Members were also 
served a full-course meal, which was 
prepared by The Log Cabin in Choteau.

Board President Bob Pasha and 
Manager Brad Bauman gave reports 
on the business operations for the past 
year, and financials were presented 
for the year 2024. Guest speakers Jim 
Horan from Mid-West Electric shared 
information about the Pick Sloan Plan, 
Protecting the Federal Power Program 
and the value of hydropower. Gary 
Wiens from Montana Electric Cooper-
atives’ Association gave a cooperative 
legislative update.

Long-time Board Member Leonard 
Sivumaki retired after 27 years of 
service. Emelia Leonardson from Fort 
Shaw was elected to fill his position for 
District #1. Mitch Johnson, the incum-
bent for District #6 was re-elected to 
serve another 3-year term.

Each year the board approves a 
capital credit general retirement in 

SREC ANNUAL MEETING
88th Annual Meeting of the Members a success

ABOVE: The Sun River Electric Annual Meeting was March 28th. BELOW: Sun River Electric 
Trustees and Manager Brad Bauman at the Annual Meeting.
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conjunction with the annual meeting. This year the retire-
ment was for the remaining 62 percent of 2005, 100 percent 
of 2006 and 82 percent of 2007. If you were a member of 
Sun River Electric in any of those years and did not receive a 
check, please contact the office. 365694

At the end of the meeting, there were drawings for several 
nice door prizes. This year there was a special drawing for a 
$150 bill credit and the lucky winner was Bergen Farms.

May | 2025

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TRUSTEES
Russ Bloom........................................406-431-0168 
John Burgmaier.............................. 406-463-2522 
Bryce Johns....................................406-289-0730
Emelia Leonardson.......................... 406-231-1596 

OFFICERS
Robert Pasha, President ............ 406-799-2292  
Mitch Johnson, V.P..........................406-467-2109 
Chris Music, S/T.............................406-600-8375 

MANAGER 
Brad Bauman...................................406-467-2526

If you find your account 
number hidden in this issue, it 
is worth a $50 credit on your 
next statement. There is one 
number hidden in every issue. 
Give us a call if you are the 

lucky consumer. 

406-467-2526 or 
1-800-452-7516

HIDDEN NUMBER CALL
ALWAYS BEFORE YOU

DIG

Continued from previous page

IT’S that time of year again when the countryside starts 
turning green, and the trees return to their full glory 

again. It also means the farmers are back in the fields 
getting crops planted. 

A lot of what we have and what we enjoy in Montana 
starts with the ag producers and ranchers. You could say 
they are the “meat and potatoes” of what makes up the elec-
tric cooperative. 

At the cooperative we enjoy seeing the farmers and 
ranchers have a successful season. We also like to see every-
one stay safe. There is a lot of big farm equipment moving in 
close proximity of our poles, wires and other equipment. 

Please be mindful so you do not run into or clip any of 
these poles and wires. If you happen to clip or just bump 
something, please call the office and let someone know. It 
might look as if no damage was done but it is important for 
the co-op to do an inspection to make sure we can keep deliv-
ering power to everyone in the safest, most reliable way. 

If everyone can slow down and pay attention to the poten-
tial danger that surrounds us, we can look out for everyone 
and keep each other safe. Wishing everyone a safe and pros-
perous growing season.

Maintain a 10-foot clearance around all utility 
equipment in all directions. 

Use a spotter and deployed flags to maintain safe 
distances from powerlines and other equipment 
when doing field work. 

If your equipment makes contact with an energized or 
downed powerline, contact your co-op immediately by 
phone and remain inside the vehicle until the power 
line is de-energized. In case of smoke or fire, exit the 
cab by making a solid jump out of the cab, without 
touching it at the same time, and hop away to safety. 

Consider equipment and cargo extensions of your 
vehicle. Lumber, hay, tree limbs, irrigation pipe and 
even bulk materials can conduct electricity, so keep 
them out of contact with electrical equipment. 

SAFETY TIPS

COOPERATIVES across the state are seeing an increase in 
powerlines being struck by farm machinery. One co-op 

reported the increase in powerline hits in its area is due to 
the newer machinery being taller and having new features. 

The standard powerline over farmland is 15.5 feet high. 
Some new combines, grain carts and augers easily eclipse 
that height. Additionally, the travel height of air seeders and 
the height of booms on sprayers when raised to take corners 
also put them in danger of impacting powerlines. Some new 

sprayers also automatically raise the booms when corner-
ing, which already has caused powerline hits at one electric 
co-op.

Please take the time to look at the information on this 
page, and if you think your equipment may be taller than the 
powerlines on your property, call your cooperative BEFORE 
you accidentally get too close. Remember, a single-phase line 
that runs over your property can carry a dangerous 7,200 
volts of electricity. 

AIR SEEDER
ROAD TRAVEL HEIGHT: 19’

TYPICAL ROAD AND FIELD  
LINE HEIGHT: 15.5’

Sprayers have a turning radius ranging from 29’-32’, and the booms when raised are 
approximately 8’ off the ground when they turn.

FARMING DANGER
LARGE FARMING EQUIPMENT AND POWERLINES DON’T MIX

SPRAYER

HIGHWAY/ROAD - WITH TRUCKS OVER 8’

FIELDS/FOREST 

VERTICAL CLEARANCE AT LARGEST VERTICAL SAG

15’6”

15’6”

TYPICAL LINE HEIGHTS

1

2

3

4

BOOM WIDTH: 90’-130’

COMBINE
APPROXIMATE OPERATING 

HEIGHT: 16’6”
Maximum auger height measured to the 

bottom of the downspout.

GRAIN CART
APPROXIMATE OPERATING 
HEIGHTS: 16’6” TO 17’9”

Add another 6’ to 7’ if the bucket  
has a grapple fork.

LOADER
APPROXIMATE OPERATING 
HEIGHT: 15’6” (bucket raised)

A FEW COMMONLY USED OVERSIZED MACHINES
R E M E M B E R :  T Y P I C A L  R O A D  A N D  F I E L D  E L E C T R I C A L  P O W E R L I N E  H E I G H T  I S  1 5 ’ 6 ” 

REMINDER
Contact your electric cooperative if you operate 

oversized equipment and need powerlines 
raised, before an accident can happen.

SOURCE: SAFE ELECTRICITY
A typical operating width of a combine 

harvester is 17’8”.
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M A G A Z I N E

FARM EQUIPMENT

Be careful around power poles 
with oversized farm machines

Tayler DeBruycker, 
SREC, presents 
Polly Bergen of 
Bergen Farms 
the lucky winner 
prize of a $150 bill 
credit. 


