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‘Glad to be here’
By BRAD BAUMAN
General Manager / CEO

H

ELLO member-owners.
This is my first correspondence with you through
the Ripples monthly magazine. Some of you attended
the annual meeting in
March, and I expressed the honor of
serving you as your general manager.
My first 120 days have been busy, but I
can assure you, I’m “Glad to be Here.” I
will explain this more later.
The first order of business to
address has been the turnover of
employees and personnel reassignments. As an industry, the electric
sector is in a major turnover because
of retirements. Our industry is one
that once one gets involved, employees usually stay and retire from it.
Sun River Electric Cooperative is no
different, and is in the middle of one of
those turnover periods. By the end of
2021, we will have 10 new faces doing
different job descriptions compared to
the first of the year. We only have 22
employees, so you can see that we are
in a transition period.
I am confident that the service
you have come to expect will not
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deteriorate, and our employees will pick up their new
assignments in a strong way.
Change has a way of injecting new life and thoughts
into an organization, and
we are encouraged by our
new hires’ aptitude and
enthusiasm.
Going forward, I will use this forum
to share topics of interest to the
cooperative such as the renewable
energy discussions, electric vehicle
penetration, baseload generation reliability, upcoming cooperative events,
wholesale power issues and other
industry issues that may influence the
cooperative.
I will be careful to differentiate
between industry, cooperative and
personal positions. If I share a position
as to why the cooperative is moving
in a certain direction on an issue, I
will be clear in the reasoning and the
needs to do so. If I offer an opinion,
I will state that so you understand
that it is an opinion and not an industry-wide agreed-upon position. We in
Montana do not always do or believe
the same as other parts of the country.
I know that shocks you! 271150
Back to my comment in the opening

John Burgmaier, President......406-463-2522
Robert Pasha, V.P. .....................406-733-2028
Mitch Johnson, S/T.....................406-467-2109

TRUSTEES

paragraph. I attended a Cooperative
Finance Corporation (CFC) Summer
Summit, and the speaker lineup was
exceptional. One speaker that stood
out and left some implanted thoughts
was John Foley, a past lead solo pilot
with the Blue Angels Navy Flight
Team.
His message was about the communication, trust and commitment that
the team has in each other. This
relationship is one that organizations
can develop and share if the common
goals and mission are understood.
After every demonstration and practice session, the entire team: mechanics, air traffic controllers, engineers
and pilots, all were a part of the
debriefing, and no one had superiority
in the debriefing. All were encouraged
to contribute with no judgement for
their input if it was different from the
others. After everyone would offer
their comment, they would end it with
“Glad to be Here” as a sign of their
commitment to the mission.
My history with Sun River Electric
Cooperative and the mission that
we are tasked with of providing reliable and affordable electricity to our
members is not lost on me, and I can
honestly say, “Glad to be Here.”

Russ Bloom........................... 406-431-0168
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FOR SALE: 8 x 8 x 16 Pumice blocks,
(228) used and cleaned - $285;
Studded radial tires with rims (2)
P-205/75R15 - $40; 30-06 Brass
(18 Boxes) - $50. Call Ron Besich
264-5100
FOR SALE: 1974 Ford F600 1½ ton
grain truck with stock racks, needs
new carburetor – $3,500; John Deere
5020 tractor – $2,000; Versatile
tractor – $2,500; Noble 2000 27” drill
– $1,000; IH 150 Drill – $400; Morris
plow with drag harrows – $1,300;
small hay rake – $450; calf table –
$500; 3 grain augers approximately
40” & 50” – make offer; small bin
sweep – make offer. Call or text Lori
Haynes 406-770-0558 or Jake Haynes
406-590-0353
FOR SALE: LG 42LH 28” TV – $75;
Richy stock waterer – $75; 6” AL
syphon tub – $20; 5” AL syphon tub –
$20; 3 carpenter hand saws – $10/ea;
A Frame wood swing – $100; 60-watt
decorative lamp with elk design –
$30. Call Jeff or Vickie Converse
406-467-2546
FOR SALE: Garage door opener for a 9’
high door replaced by battery-backed
unit – $75; Garage door opener for an
8’ high door that came with a door
that is rarely used – $50; Both door
openers for $100; Older Steelcase
desk with optional corner attachment
– $50. Call Tim Nett 466-5488
FOR SALE: 1996 Chevy Silverado
1500, V8, 4x4, for parts, - $1,500;
Historical one-room schoolhouse with
original chalkboards – will donate
for restoration. Call Myrna Kantola
406-761-6581
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23RD ANNUAL SREC GOLF TOURNAMENT

80 golfers play, $3,500 raised
H
ARVEST Hills Golf Course in
Fairfield played host to the 2021
Sun River Electric Cooperative Golf
Tournament on July 31, and raised
$3,500. This year’s recipient is the
Fairfield Community Hall for new
tables and chairs. Sun River Electric
would like to thank all of the hole
sponsors.
In all, 80 golfers showed up to play
the four-person scramble. Golfers
were treated to hotdogs and brats,
hole prizes, door prizes and drawings.
The tournament champions,
shooting 57, were Tanner Lagge, Nate
Besich, Andy Daly and Chris Christensen. Other flight champions were:
Gerry Bink, Kathy Buell, JR Martinson
and Ken Campbell in the mixed division; and Arron Barnett, Trig Zwerneman, Brian Jacobson and Adam
Eatinger in the First Flight.
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23rd Annual SREC Gold Tournament winning
team was: (from left) Nate Basich, Andy
Daly, Chris Christensen and Tanner Lagge.

This year’s tournament even had
a hole in one! Ladd Gordon from
Missoula aced hole 8, the 122-yard
par 3. Congratulations Ladd!
The 2022 tournament will be July
30.

If you find your account number hidden in this
issue, it is worth a $50 credit on your next
statement. There is one number hidden in every
issue. Give us a call if you are the lucky consumer.

406-467-2527 or 1-800-452-7516

FREE children's books for kids in the SREC service area
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a 60-volume set of books. Each
month a new book will be mailed in your child’s name directly to your
home. Preschool children ages birth to 5, who are residents of Sun River
Electric Cooperative’s (SREC) service area, are eligible. (You don’t have to
be a member, just live in SREC’s service area.)
Please register online at http://imaginationlibrary.com/
Eight to 10 weeks after registration, your first book will arrive at your
home and will continue until your child turns 5, or you move out of the
SREC service area.

REMINDER:

Bills not paid by
the 10th of the month
will be charged a
$10 late fee.

Pay as you go with
pre PAY

electricity from SREC. It is easy!
Call SREC to get started.
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